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III.— LATIN INSCRIPTIONS AT THE JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY. 

VII. 1 

82. Fragment of a marble slab, 0,35 m. wide and 0,25 high, 
roughly broken at top and bottom. 8 The inscription, of which 
the beginning and a few letters of the last line are missing, is cut 
in a somewhat vulgar style, and probably belongs to the third 
century : 

ET • HERENNIA SABATHIS 
SIBI • ET • LIBERTIS LIBERTABVS 
QVE • POSTERISQVE EORVM 
ET LOCVM CVM TERMINIBVS 
SVIS ET COLVMBARIS SVIS 
DVOBVS • IN QVIBVS SVNT 
AE NVMERO • IIII * 
V I • L A T • P • I V 



Sabathis is not common as a name of slave or freedwoman, but 
is found, for example, in X, 4320, ossa Sabatinis sita precario ; 
and XIV, 1561, . . . l(ibertae) Sabbatidi. The columbarium is, 
of course, the loculus or niche, which usually, as here, contained 
two urns: for example, VI, 5533, Cn. Corneli Acuti columbaria 
ii ollae iiii ; ib., 8125, col(umbaria) viii ollae n. xvi. In some 
cases, however, the niche contained three, four, or even six urns, 
as in VI, 29698, ol. n. sex col. duo ; ib., 7803, columbaria n. x 
ollarum n. xxxx ; ib., 8131, columpare quinto ollas vi. Other 
inscriptions of interest in this connection are XIV, 1650, colum- 
bare et locum donavit ; and VI, 15836, haec aedicula cum colum- 

x The preceding articles of this series appeared in this Journal, XXVIII, 
1907, pp. 450 fF,; XXX, 1909, pp. 61 ff., 153 ff. ; XXXI, 1910, pp. 25 fif.,251 ff. ; 
and XXXII, 1911, pp. 166-187. 

2 In the absence of any statement to the contrary, this and the following 
inscriptions may be regarded as of Roman origin. 
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(b)aris quattuor ... in quibus ollae n. xii. The form terminibus 
is not uncommon in the Gromat. Vet., e. g., p. 55, 1. 21, p. 70, 
1. 26, and index, p. 517 : similar formations are seen in III, 
12593, amicibus ; and ib., 914, 7521, natibus. 

83. Slab of marble, 0,215 m. wide and 0,35 high, from the 
Via Salaria, with the following inscription cut in fairly good 
letters of the second or third century : 

HERAA • ME6ISTENI 
CONTVBERNALI 
SVAE • CARISSIM^E 
FECIT • TVMVLVM 

This inscription was first published by Gatti in Bull. Com., 1906, 
p. 100, and Not. d. Scav. 1906, p. 212. The name Herma is well 
attested in its two forms, for example, in II, 1733, L. Baebius 
Herma; and in IX, 6281, Hermas. The vulgar Latin declension 
of Greek feminines in -rj has been already discussed in connection 
with the datives Leuceni and Tycheni (A. J. P., XXX, 63). The 
form Megisteni occurs also in IX, 4653, Egnatiae C. f. Megisteni; 
and in X, 5239, Futiae C. 1. Megisteni; but the true Greek form 
is seen in IX, 2363, (^<?)diae Megiste coniugi. The phrase fecit 
tumulum is not unusual, appearing, for example, in X, 7868, 
f(ecit) pater tumulum, though, of course, tumulum fecit is more 
common, as in X, 7525, maritus tumulum fecit, ib. 7816, 7840. 

84. Slab of marble from outside the porta Salaria, with the 
following inscription carefully cut in fine letters of the early 
empire : 



d th^, 



M 



HILARI TATI • FI 
LIAE • DVLCISSIAAE 
QVAE • VIX • ANN • XII 
FECERVNT • PAR 
RENTES • CARICVS 
ET • TITIA • SPES 

The last letter in the fifth line repeated by mistake at the 
beginning of the sixth was erased in antiquity, but is still partly 
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visible. The proper names are all so common as to call for no 
remark: the occurrences of Caricus are given in Thes. Ling. Lat. 
Suppl., col. 191. Attention has already been called to the com- 
paratively rare use of the ascia on Roman stones. See above 
under number 24 (A.J. P., XXXI, 28), and on the significance 
of the ascia, V, Chapot in Bull. Soc. Ant. Fr,, 191 1, pp. 113-118. 
85. Tablet of marble, 0,24 m. wide and 0,14 high, bearing 
the following inscription in beautifully cut letters of an early 
imperial period : 

HILARVS • 

SOCELLIANVS • 

hIc SITVS EST • 

The use of two names for a slave indicates, as usual, that he had 
changed owners, having formerly belonged to a member of the 
gens Socellia, which is attested in V, 2018 ; VI, 25479 and 26616. 
As the great majority of such cases were in the imperial house- 
hold, this Hilarus was in all probability the slave of an emperor 
or of some member of the imperial family. To which emperor 
he belonged it is of course impossible to say, but the custom of 
using two cognomina for imperial slaves ceased with Trajan, 
as Huelsen has shown. 1 

On the reverse side of the same tablet is a second inscription, 
cut between scratched guiding lines in shallow vulgar letters of a 
later period : 

M • VIPSANVS • DAPRN 
VS-CORNIILIA'PATIRI sic 
SVO • CARISIMO sic 

In the first line the R and in the second line a T begun in liga- 
ture with the A of PATIRI are incompletely erased. With the 
vulgar paiiri may be compared Myihirae'm III, 11 12. Vipsanus 
may be an error for Vipsanius or Vipstanus, with which it is 
sometimes confused, as it is, for example, in certain manuscript 
variants in Tacitus. 2 Still, Vipsanus is attested in III, 3031, 
M. Vipsanus M. 1. Faustus ; X, 7222 and IX, 1451, though in the 
last case there is doubt about the reading. 

1 Roem. Mittheil., 1888, p. 232. 

2 Fabia's Onomasticon Tacit, p. 733, 
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86. Small fragment of marble, 0,06 m. wide, and 0,055 high, 
with the following inscription in vulgar letters : 



^r/^NSlAE 
|1 P O S 



In the beginning of the second line may be seen a portion of the 
preceding letter, which was probably B. The lost word may 
have been SIBI. At the top are traces of the preceding line, but 
none of the letters can be identified. 

87. Tablet of marble, 0,315 m. wide and 0,285 high, with 
inscription in somewhat vulgar letters probably of the second 
century : 

DlS • M AN 

hYgiAestratonices 

TRALlANAE • VIX • ANNIS sic 

XVIII • PLOCAMVS • CONIVGl 
BENE • DE SE • MERITAE 
FECIT 

Seven of the eleven instances of the apex are over consonants, 
and only one marks a long vowel. Similar examples of the use 
of the apex for ornamental purposes are given by Hiibner, 
Exempla Script. Epig., p. lxxvi. Hygia is usually a cognomen 
for slaves and freedwomen : here, however, as in V, 6020, Hygiae 
L. f. Amiantae, it is used as a nomen. With Tral(l)ianae com- 
pare Cic. Phil. 3, 15, * Aricina mater \ Trallianam aut Ephesiam 
putes dicere. 

88. Fragment of a marble tablet, 0,17 m. wide and 0,26 high, 
now broken into three pieces. It bears the following portion 
of an inscription well and deeply cut in large square letters: 



^S • AV^. /. 
JCVL * STX 

benemere \N T I y 'fecit 
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The stone seems to have been erected by an imperial freedman 
to his wife. At the beginning of the second line part of a C 
is preserved, and at the end of the same line the first stroke of A 
is clearly seen. At the end of the third line the letter following 
N may be either E or I, and in the last line only a slight trace 
of the E before NTI and the perpendicular of the F that follows 
are visible. 

89. Tablet of marble (ansatd), 0,26 m. wide and 0,115 high, 
of which a small fragment is missing at the lower right corner. 
Above the inscription is a conventional incised pattern, and at the 
left side the nail by which the tablet was attached to its place is 
preserved. The text, which is cut in rather vulgar letters, is 
as follows : 

IVCVNDVS • Q • SALLVSTI 
ABINNAEI • SER • V • A • XIX 
EVM • SEMPER • DOMINVS • PROB 
HILARVS • CONSERVOS * FECIT • EVm 
QVEM • AMASTI • DEFENDAS • ADSVP eros 

This tablet doubtless belonged to the columbarium of the freed- 
men of Q. Sallustius, whose inscriptions are found in VI, 8173 fif. 
and 33709 f. The Q. Sallustius Q. 1. Hilarus of 8196 and 8198 
may possibly be the same as the Hilarus of our fourth line, and 
our Q. Sallustius Abinnaeus is in all probability the Q. Sallustius 
Abinnaeus faber intestinar(ius) of 8173. The personal appeal 
made by the dead in the last line is especially worthy of note. 
Superi from the point of view of the dead of course means those 
living on earth, and the word is not uncommon in this sense in 
the inscriptions. One example was cited in the note on line 16 
of number 50 of this series (A.J. P., XXXII, 169); others are 
VI, 19331, abrepta a superis ; ib., 28239, 8, vivite felices superi. 
The phrase * ad super os ', too, in the sense of ' apud super stites ' 
is not rare either in literature or inscriptions; as, for example, 
Verg. Aen. VI, 481 ; Stat. Th. II, 17 and III, 145; Sil. XIII, 
607; C. I. L., Ill, 4483, vixi ... ad superos; X, 3969. With 
these compare XIV, 1597, aput superos; XI, 6079, nonleba(m) 
esse acerb(a) at inferos, quae at superos dulcis fui ; Cic. Phil. 
XIV, 32 (impii) etiam ad inferos poenas parricidii luent; and 
Mela, III, 19, ad manes. 



LATIN INSCRIPTIONS. 173 

90. Tablet of marble (ansata), 0,205 m « wide and 0,09 high, 
with the usual hole for the nail at each end, and the following 
inscription in good letters : 

I V LI A 

AMMIA 

The tops of the first three letters in the second line are extended 
to right or left with curving ornamental strokes. The gens 
Ammia, or, as it frequently appears on the stones, Amia, is well 
known from both literature and inscriptions. As a cognomen, 
however, Ammia is much less common; examples are XIII, 3624, 
Securiniae Ammiae ; XIV, 617, Arruntiae Ammiae. Another 
Iulia Ammia is on record in VI, 20366. 

91. Marble statuette of Silvanus, 0,60 m. in height, with the 
dog and other usual attributes. The head and right hand are 
missing. On the base, which measures 0,25 m. wide and 0,05 
high, and within the space surrounded by a moulding and in- 
tended for the purpose, is cut the following inscription in a 
somewhat vulgar style : 

C • IVLIVS • C • F • ANI • LINVS 
S S IV 

The letters of the second line are less deeply cut and stand upon 
the moulding, which has been much damaged and broken. The 
letters doubtless signify S(ilvani) S(ancti) iu(ssu): cf. VI, 31028, 
iussu Sancti Silvani posuit. For a detailed discussion of the cult 
of Silvanus as revealed in the inscriptions, see A. von Domas- 
zewski, Silvanus auf lateinischen Inschriften, in Abhandlungen 
zur romischen Religion, pp. 58-85. 

92. Tablet of marble, 0,205 m. wide and 0,155 m R n > with tne 
following inscription in well cut letters of the early empire: 

v C • IVLIVS • C • L 

CILIX 

CLODIA • HELPIS 

VXOR 
VIXIT • A • XXXV 
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Another Clodia Helpis is recorded in VI, 15815. The small v 
at the beginning of the first line, of course, stands for vivus. 

93. Part of a marble slab, 0,30 m. wide and 0,25 high, roughly 
broken on the right side and at the bottom. The inscription is 
cut with care, but in letters of vulgar form and late date: 

C / IVLIO / SATVR 

NINO ' COIVGI 
KARISSIMO PV 

LAENA VEM 

Along the lower edge of the stone slight traces of six letters 
may be discerned. The separative points in the first two lines 
have taken the common form of the apex above the level of the 
words, resembling the marks of punctuation used in the Hercu- 
lanean papyrus, De Bello Actiaco. The name C. Iulius Satur- 
ninus is very common. The indices of the Latin Corpus furnish 
many examples, C. I. G., 4272, p. 11 24, records a C. Iulius 
Saturninus vnariKos who was governor of Lycia, and Vict. epit. 
28 by some mistake calls the son of the emperor Philippus by 
this name. Pu(l)laena has its parallel in VIII, 4009, Pullaena 
Qu(i)eta, and the name is found in various other forms, e. g., 
X, 376, Pullania Casta, VIII, 9154, Pullaenia Minucia, and III, 
1 1 18, Pullaiena Caeliana. 

94. Slab of marble, 0,30 m. wide and 0,33 high, with the 
following inscription in fairly well cut, though not early, letters : 

D • M 
C • I VLI VS 
VICTOR FILIA 
B VS S V AB VS 
VICTORI E E 
T M ARVLLI 
n E FECIT 

At the bottom of the stone, which is obliquely broken, traces 
of one letter are visible beneath the I of FECIT. As it was 
probably an M, the last line may be restored as B(ene) M(eren- 
tibus). The form SVABVS after FILIABVS is easy to under- 
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stand, though I have not observed it elsewhere. Compare VI, 
1 1839, sibi et suibus, and Not. d. Scav., 1904, p. 195, sibi 
et suebus. 

95. Slab of marble 0,265 m. wide and 0,66 high, found on 
the right side of the modern Via Salaria about a mile from the 
city. The inscription is well cut, but is probably not earlier 
than the third century : 

corona 
D M 

IVLIAE • FELICIS 
SIMAE * ANIMAE 
SANCTAE • QVAE • 
VIX • ANN • PLVS • 
MINVS • XXV • FEC • 
P • AVRELIVS • HER3VES 
CONIVGI • B • M • 

This inscription was first published in Not. d. Scav., 1886, 
p. 420, and in Bull. Com., 1886, p. 411, and now appears in 
VI, 35589. The names are none of them unusual: Felicissima 
is especially common in Christian inscriptions, and another P. 
Aurelius Hermes occurs in VI, 7235. The epithet anima sancia 
appears also in VI, 7580, 13545, 188 17, and 23640, and may 
be compared with anima dulcis in numbers 48 and 50 above 
(A. J. P., XXXII, 166 and 169). 

96. Block of marble, 0,18 m. wide, 0,20 high, and on the 
average about 0,06 thick, with an inscription cut in somewhat 
vulgar letters probably of late Republican times. The stone is 
roughly broken at the bottom and the last part of the text is 
therefore missing: 

A • I VNI VS * F A VST VS 
HEIC • SITVS • MISELLVS 
BEIMVS • MATRl • MEAE 
INPIAE • SCELERATAE * dI 
j«PERl ' ET • INFERl • REFERAT sic 
gra TIAM • QVOD • ME 
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Misellus as an endearing epithet for the dead is not uncommon, 
though it does not occur in the sixth volume of the Latin Corpus, 
if we may trust Harrod's index. 1 It is even glossed by mortuus 
in C. G. L., V, 223, 2. Epigraphical parallels are VIII, 403, 
and 1 [594, and in literature instances are numerous. Compare 
especially Tertull., Test. Anim. 4, cum alicuius defuncti recordaris, 
misellum vocas eum. For dimus, see VI, 5861, bimus decessit, 
ib., 26544, minus bima; ib., 17196, bimus et mensum iii dies 
xiiii vixit; Marucchi, Ep. Crist, 70, bimus trimus. Bimulus y \oo, 
is occasionally found, e. g., VI, 16739, 22321; V, 7950; XIV, 
2482. With matri-sceleratae may be compared VI, 9961, mater 
scelerata, quae hoc facinus vidit; ib. 15160, mater scelerata; 
Eph. Epig., VIII, 84, sce(ler)ata mater; C. I. L., VI, 13353, 
fecit iscelesta mater; ib. 36739, scelesta mater . . . quod. 
Another Iunius Faustus appears in VI, 20785, but his praenomen 
is Marcus. 

97. Slab of marble, 0,34 m. wide and 0,49 high, 2 with a rude 
relief of a girl in an attitude of prayer, and beneath it the 
following inscription carefully cut in good square letters : 

orans 
D M 

LABERIAE • AVXIME 
QVAE • VIX • AN • X 
M • VI • D • XII 
L • L ABERI VS 
HERMES • FECIT 
• PATER • 

The gens Laberia is well attested in the inscriptions. The 
cognomen Auxime, however, is otherwise unknown to me, 
though Auximus occurs, e. g., VI, 7979, 8684, io 773> an d 31017. 
Sculptured mulieres orantes similar to this (see plate) are not 
rare on sepulchral stones and sarcophagi, more especially on 

1 Latin Terms of Endearment and of Family Relationship, Princeton, 1909. 

8 In December, 1903, when this inscription was first copied, it lay on the 
ground in the Vigna Nari. At that time the stone measured 0,76 m. in height, 
but the lower part has since been broken off. 




/VVI'D-.Xn- 
L- LAIURIVS- 








See p. 179. 
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those of Christian origin. 1 See, for example, XII, 483, 649, 947, 
958, 960, 965, Not. d. Scav., 1904, p. 48 and 1905, p. 12; and 
compare Marucchi, Manuale di Arch. Crist., p. 313. This is not 
unlike the attitude referred to by Horace, C. Ill, 23, 1, Caelo 
supinas si tuleris manus; and Vergil, A. Ill, 176, tendoque 
supinas Ad caelum cum voce manus. 

98. Marble cinerary urn, 0,32 m. wide, 0,29 high, and 0,25 
deep, from outside the Porta Salaria. On the front is carved 
a tabula ansata with rosettes and other conventional ornaments, 
and the following inscription is cut in a somewhat vulgar style: 

DIS • MANIBVS 
SEX LOLLI • 
ALBANI • 

In the third line the horizontal stroke of the second A was 
left uncut. 

99. Fragment of a marble tablet which was carved in the 
ansata form. Its size is now 0,09 m. wide and 0,11 high, and the 
nail at the left side is preserved. Most of the inscription is 
gone, but there remain a few letters, carefully cut between 
guiding lines scratched on the surface of the stone : 



The second letter of the nomen, which is only in part preserved, 
is A without doubt, but the first letter of the cognomen, of which 
only the perpendicular remains, cannot be identified. 

100. Small marble tablet, 0,175 m. wide and 0,13 high, with 
the following inscription cut in fairly good letters : 

MEFANATIA 

C • L 

STORGE 

1 Cf. Sittl, Gebarden d. Griechen u. Romer, p. 306: "Die Christen des 
Altertums liessen sich gerne auf ihren Grabsteinen betend darstellen, woftir 
keine sichere Parallele aus vorchristlicher Zeit vorliegt". 
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Its only interest lies in the nomen, which is of Etruscan origin 
and of rare occurrence in Latin: compare C. I. Etr., 1927, 
Mefanatial, and 2468, Mefana(tn)ei (both from Clusium). It is 
found twice in V, 4651, Mefanatia C. 1. Nymphe, and Mefanatia 
C. 1. Auge, side by side with two examples of the masculine form, 
C. Mefanati C. 1. Diacono and C. Mefanati C. 1. Arioni (Brixia). 
The same form Mefanas occurs as a cognomen in II, 5792, C. 
Terentius Bassus C. f. Fab. Mefanas Etruscus, and XI, 21 15, 
L. Tiberius Maefanas Basilius (Clusium). 

101. Slab of marble 0,225 m ' wide and 0,79 high, now broken 
into two parts. At the top a part of the stone is missing, and 
with it almost all the sepulchral relief. The small portion 
remaining near the left side resembles the foot of a chair or 
couch. Below the relief but on the upper portion of the slab 
is the following inscription enclosed by conventional mouldings : 

D M 

P * M I N D I V S 

VITALIS • ET MI 

N * DIA • ZOSIME 



PARENTES ET 
MINDI A • CH A 
R I S • MAMMA 
GALATIAE • FILI 
AE • CARISSIM 
AE • FECERVNT 
VI X I T • ANN • 
VI • M • VI • D • XXII 
IN • AGRO • P • IIII 
IN • FRONT • P • III 



The letters are fairly well cut, though in a somewhat vulgar style, 
and are probably not earlier than the end of the second century. 
The names present no peculiarity: the similarity of L. Mindius 
Zosimus in VI, 22513 to Mindia Zosime is nothing more than a 
coincidence. Here, as in many other cases, mamma doubtless 
means grandmother. 1 

1 Examples are given by Harrod, Latin Terms of Endearment, etc., p. 57. 
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102. Slab of marble 0,255 m. wide and 0,56 high, bearing the 
following inscription cut in a vulgar style : 



D • 


• M • 


O E C I 


O Q V I 


V I X I 


T • A N 


N I S 


• D V O 


B V S 


• MEN 


SIBVS 


• OCTO • 


PARENTES BENE 


MERENTI FECE 


RVNT 


• 



The most interesting feature here is the presence of cursive 
forms, especially of A, B and R, which resemble those of the 
Pupus Torquatianus inscription in the Galleria Lapidaria of the 
Vatican. 1 As they may be clearly seen in the accompanying 
plate it seems unnecessary to attempt any detailed description. 
The inscription is evidently the work of an unpractised hand, 
though cut with considerable care, especially at the beginning. 
The name Oecius (oIkios) occurs also in X, 106, Oecius lib. 

103. Small marble tablet from a columbarium (0,215 m. wide 
and 0,11 high) of the conventional ansata type, with the nail at 
the right side still preserved. A part of the stone is broken away 
at the left upper corner, but without damage to the inscription, 
which runs as follows : 

L • OGVLNIVS 
PVPILLAES • L 
PHILONICVS 
TREBONIA • D • L • APPIA 

The letters are not in the best monumental style, but are fairly 
well cut and seem to belong to the early imperial period. 
Another example of the genitive in -aes, formed under Greek 
influence, occurs in number 36 (A. J. P., XXXI, p. 40). 

1 This inscription, VI, 27556, was illustrated and discussed in detail from 
the palaeographical point of view by Hellems, American Journal of Archae- 
ology, III, 1899, 202 ff. 
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104. Slab of marble 0,89 m. wide and 0,22 high, now broken 
perpendicularly into two pieces, with the following Christian 
i nscription : 



O/IBVLA DVLCIS ANIMA 
QVAE VIXI ANNIS * Villi • IN PACAE 

The letters are cut in a vulgar fashion and clearly belong to a 
late period. The second letter of the first word consists only 
of a perpendicular stroke, but is evidently intended for an L. 
In the two other examples of L the second stroke is not 
horizontal, but runs distinctly downward to the right. Other 
vulgar forms are the M, in which the third stroke joins the 
fourth at a point slightly above the middle, and the first N of 
ANNIS, in which the third stroke is quite separate from the rest 
of the letter and curves to the left at the top. 

The proper name Olibula is nothing but a vulgar spelling 
of Olivula, a diminutive of Oliva, which is itself found in the 
spelling Oliba in IX, 412, Hi[c] re[q]uiescit in pace bone m[e]- 
morie Oliba, a Christian inscription of the year 543 a. d. On 
dulcis anima, see under number 48 (A. J. P., XXXII, p. 166). 
Other examples of the common substitution of AE for E are 
found in number 77 (ib. p. 183). 

105. Marble tablet, 0,30 m. wide and 0,26 high, with conven- 
tional incised moulding and a nail hole at each corner. The 
inscription, which is cut in the finest monumental style of a good 
early period, is as follows: 

D • M 

ORPEO 

ET • RODOPAEO 

POSIT • MATER 

FILlIs 

CARISSIMIS 

The letters PE of ORPEO are cut in a lower plane than the rest 
and between the P and the E are signs which indicate that the 
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graver thoughtlessly began to add a tail to the P to make it 
an R. To remedy this error he seems to have cut the surface 
down with great care and to have brought it back to the normal 
level in the space now occupied by the E. The lack of the 
aspirate in ORPEO and RODOPAEO would be surprising in 
an official inscription as late as the end of the Republic, but in 
a text of this character it is not unusual even in the early Empire. 
The archaic POSIT has already been the subject of comment 
in number 41 (A. J. P., XXXI, 260). 

106. Marble tablet 0,21 m. wide and 0,15 high, with the 
following inscription in fairly good letters : 

C • PAPSSENNA sic 
C • L • RVFIO 

It is a well known fact, pointed out long ago by Mommsen, that 
nomina in -enna, like Porsenna and Perpenna, are of Etruscan 
origin. To this class clearly belongs Papsenna, which occurs 
also in VI, 28720, A. Papsenna Praenestinus, ib. 7478, C. Bap- 
senna (?) Secundus, and may be compared with C. I. Etr., 4, 
papsinas (Faesulae). Such names are taken up in detail by 
Schulze, lat. Eigennamen, pp. 65-107. 

107. Two fragments of marble together measuring 0,24 m. 
wide and 0,24 high, and forming approximately half of a tablet 
of the conventional ansata type. The inscription, so far as it 
remains, is as follows : 



dts ma N • I B 




*N XII • BE&E • 

p E R E 6 R I NY S 

TER • SIBI • ET • POST/ERIS 



These fragments were discovered about twenty-five years ago 
between the Via Salaria and the Via Pinciana, and are published 
in VI, 36068. 

108. Slab of marble, 0,28 m. wide and 0,43 high, found in 
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1906 close to the so-called temple of Deus Rediculus. The in- 
scription is as follows : 

D a M • 

P O M P O N I A 
SABINA • FECIT 
PETRONIAE 
5SABINAE • FIL 
BENE • MER • QVE 
BIX • AN • TRIBVS 
MES • X • DIE • Villi 
FEC • AL V' IANVARIA 
10 MA MM A 

The letters are fairly well cut, though in a somewhat vulgar style, 
and belong to a time not earlier than the third century. The 
inscription is enclosed in the conventional incised frame, with the 
exception of the formula D • M at the top and MAMMA at the 
bottom, which are outside. The ninth and tenth lines, though 
not essentially different from the others in style, seem to be 
a later addition. For the use of alumna and mamma in the 
Roman inscriptions, see Harrod, Latin Terms of Endearment 
and of Family Relationship, pp. 85, 54, 57 and 87. The forms 
bix[it~] for vixii and mes[ibus] for mensibus in this period are so 
common as to call for no comment. 

109. Tablet of marble, 0,35 m. wide and 0,16 high, with the 
following inscription in deeply cut but vulgar letters of a com- 
paratively early period : 

M • POPILLIVS • SP • F 
ACHAICVS • QVIETVS 
HEIC • EST • CONDITVS 
MENSORVM • XI 

Conditus used with reference to the burial of the dead is much 
more common in literature than in inscriptions, where situs is the 
ordinary word. Compare Cicero, Leg. ii, 57, siti dicuntur ii, 
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qui conditi sunt. The vulgar genitive plural mensorum for 
mensium is found in a Christian inscription in Marucchi, Epig. 
Crist. 70, depositus puer Maurus annorum quinquae mensorum 
tres, and in the form mesorum in X, 623 and 2535. 

1 10. Round foot of a travertine pigna from Palestrina (Prae- 
neste), measuring 0,245 m. in diameter; the cone and upper part 
of the foot are broken off and missing. The following inscription 
is cut in small archaic letters on the curving edge near the bottom : 

V • P VV I • N • F 

The gens Pulia or Pullia is attested in the following inscriptions 
from Praeneste: XIV, 3221, M. Pulio, L. f. ; 3222, P. Puli, L. f . ; 
3223, Q. Pulius, L. f. ; 3220, C. Pullius, L. f. ; Eph. Ep. IX, 
p. 458, n. 846, S. Puli, L. f. 

This inscription was first published by Magoffin (American 
Journal of Archaeology, XIV, 1910, p. 53, n. 17), who called the 
stone a "travertine pigna base", intending to distinguish a 
* base ' from a ' basis ' or independent pedestal. Dessau, however, 
in his last supplement to the fourteenth volume (Eph. Ep. IX, 
p. 457, n. 844), unfortunately translated Magoffin's 'base' by 
" in basi (quadrata) ", which should be rather " in margine in- 
feriore pedis rotundi cippuli",if we are to follow the terminology 
adopted in XIV, pp. 328 ff. I should suggest to avoid further 
confusion that the parts of these little monuments, of which so 
many have been found at Praeneste, should be regularly named 
as follows, beginning from the top: cone {conus), foot {pes) and 
pedestal {basis). The different parts of the foot can then be 
easily distinguished as upper {pars superior), middle {pars 
media) and lower {pars inferior). The unfortunate results of 
lack of uniformity among epigraphists in their terminology is 
still more apparent in connection with the following inscription. 
in. Pigna of travertine without pedestal, from Palestrina, 
measuring 0,40 m. in height and 0,145 in diameter at the base. 
The inscription, cut in good archaic letters of large size (0,05 m. 
in height) on the middle part of the foot, is as follows: 

Q • P VV IVS * V • F 

The same text appears in XIV, 3223 as "in pede cippuli", and 
after consulting the authorities there cited, I believe that number 
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3223 is identical with the one here given. The inscription was 
first published by Henzen, on the basis of a squeeze furnished 
by Bonanni, in Bull. d. Inst, for 1869 (P- J 65> n. 16), where it is 
described as " nel corpo stesso del piede ". On this authority, 
together with that of a new copy made in 1871 by Trendelenburg, 
who saw the stone, it was again published in Eph. Ep. I, p. 26, 
n. 98, by Wilmanns, who described it in the following words : 
" in basi rotunda pineae. Praeneste in fundo dicto la Colombella 
rep. m. Sept. a. 1868. Hodie ai prati". Five years later 
(1877) Garrucci included it in his Sylloge as number 741, with 
the description "in basi media". Anyone who carefully ex- 
amines this evidence can scarcely fail to be convinced that the 
inscription which was copied by Bonanni in 1868-9 an d by 
Trendelenburg in 1871 is the same as that now preserved in the 
Museum of the Johns Hopkins University. It is, therefore, very 
unfortunate that Magoffin, deciding against identification with 
XIV, 3223, included this among his unpublished inscriptions from 
Latium (1. c, p. 54, n. 18), and described it as " on the throat 
of the pigna ". For Dessau, apparently not understanding what 
was meant by * throat ' in this connection, speaks of the 
inscription as " in margine pedis pineae " in his last supplement 
to the fourteenth volume (Eph. Ep. IX, p. 458, n. 845). 

While the inscriptions from Palestrina are under discussion, 
I desire to revert to my comment on number 62 above (A. J. P., 
XXXII, p. 174), in which I definitely asserted the independence 
of the inscription CAMELIA, and refused to identify it with 
XIV, 3083, as Dessau had done (Eph. Ep. IX, p. 450), because of 
the form of L with the acute angle at the base printed in n. 3083, 
which does not appear on the stone now preserved in Baltimore. 
An examination of the earlier publications, however, leaves the 
identification still in doubt. In the Bull. d. Inst, for 1866 (p. 135, 
n. 6), the inscription CAMELIA was first published by Henzen 
on the authority of a copy, accompanied by a squeeze, sent from 
Palestrina by Bonanni. His remarks there make it clear that 
the letters were cut on the cone itself, and that the archaic form 
of L did not appear in either copy or squeeze. In both these 
respects the inscription published in 1866 corresponds exactly 
to that which is now in Baltimore. Wilmanns, however, following 
the copy of Trendelenburg, who five years later saw what he 
believed to be the same stone, printed the inscription with the 
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archaic form of L, describing it as " in ipsa pinea", and Dessau 
in XIV, 3083, accepts the archaic form of L, though he describes 
the inscription less definitely as " in cippulo". Either then 
Trendelenburg was in error in reading L with the acute angle 
at the base in this instance, or the inscription seen by him in 
1871 is not to be identified with that published by Wilmanns 
five years before. In either case XIV, 3083 stands in need 
of correction. 

The remainder of the sepulchral inscriptions will form the 
basis of the next paper. 

Harry Langford Wilson. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



